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There is a proverb that originated from the United 
Kingdom that we commonly use: April showers 
bring May flowers. I think this is certainly true after 
the bad weather that hit our community last month. 
But as God does, God was present with us during 
these extensive weather episodes. God showed 
up in the rain as we celebrated Easter, baptisms, 
Youth Sunday, and lives being transformed. Even 
when the sky feels like it’s falling out God is beside 
us reminding us of His presence. In these 
showers, we are reminded to be people that can 
recognize hope. One bloom that we will celebrate 
this May is the adoption and incorporation of our 
new Mission Statement: “Growing and serving 
together to share the love of Jesus with our 
neighbors, our community, and the world.” We as 
a church family are called to grow and bloom in 
our relationship with Christ. This growth 
encourages us to fellowship, serve, and worship 
together because we have experienced Jesus’ 
love. We share God’s love with our neighbors, our 
community, and the world. Another flower that has 
come from the past months, is the work of the 
council and the visioning process. Our committee 
chairs have been diligently planning various 
ministry opportunities over the next couple months 
to engage with the congregation and the larger 
community. I know that there will be blossoms 
from their efforts. Despite the rains of the past 
month or maybe even year, there will always be 
blooms that blossom into deeper love, more hope, 
and transcendent peace. 
Thank you for your generosity, love, and support 
as I will start Maternity Leave sometime this May. I 
cannot wait to see what petals and plants will 
come from our shared ministry and God’s grace 
this summer. 
 
Smelling the roses, 
Pastor Joy 
 

 

 
 
 

 
JOIN US ​

SUNDAY MORNINGS 
 WORSHIP BEGINS AT 9:30​

785-242-2713 
OttawaFBC@gmail.com​

fbcottawa.org 
410 Hickory Street 
Ottawa, KS 66067 

Follow us on Facebook: 
@firstbaptistchurchottawa 

Live Stream of worship each week! 
You are invited and welcome. 

 
First Baptist Church of Ottawa is part of the American Baptist 
Churches of the Central Region (ABC/CR and American Baptist 
Churches, USA (ABC/USA).  

 
First Baptist Church Ottawa is a Welcoming and Affirming Congregation 
The radically inclusive love of Jesus inspires us to be a fully welcoming 
and affirming congregation. All are loved here. All are safe here. All are 
invited to full participation in our life together. 
Based upon calling, gifting, talent, experience and maturity, we celebrate 
baptism, communion, marriage, leadership, teaching and ordination with 
any gender, race,nationality, sexual orientation or identity. 
 
 

Sunday School following worship ​
for all ages! 

 
Communion May 3 

        Celebrating the Lord’s supper. 
Those of you worshiping with us at 

home, please have your elements ready 
so that you are able to take communion 

along with us.  
Continuing this Sunday, whenever we celebrate 
communion, we will encourage giving to    the 

deacon’s fund for benevolence 
 
The deadline for the June newsletter is May 21, please 
have any information emailed to the office by this date 
for inclusion in the newsletter. Information received 
after the deadline will be published in the next month’s 
newsletter. 
 
Thankful Thursday will be May 28, 5-6:30pm. 
Please sign up to bring a dessert or help serve or 
simply come eat. You are encouraged to sit with 
someone new to you, share a story and get to 
know our neighbors. 



 
 

PRAYER TIME: Wednesdays at 
12:30 EH.  If you have a prayer 
request for Wednesday, call or email 
the church office. 

PRAYING FOR ONE ANOTHER 
Norma Coble (Dana Coble’s mother); Nathan Ball; 
Shelly Frank; Tom Lantis (Kelli Ball’s father); Janet 
Wolken; Bill Kern; Jenna Johnson; Angela Audiss; 
Warren Smith 
Shut-Ins: Dana Coble; Sylvia Starky; Golden 
Peterson; Carol Allen; Marsha Hermreck; Gene 
Bromert; Jeannie Randel; Bob & Judi Becker; Lex & 
Dee Gislar; Ron & Linda Walker; Bob & Marilyn Lovett 
Military Service People: PFC Aaron Bigge-Fort 
Meade, Maryland (Sandy Holbert’s grandson); Lt. Matt 
Ashwill, Germany  (Melissa Ashwill’s son) 
We make every effort to keep this list updated. 

Please inform us when there are changes.  
 

We will be collecting for Hope House the 
first Sunday of each month.   

Syrup, Pancake Mix, Egg Noodles, 
Canned Chicken, Taco Seasoning, Beef  

Ramen Noodles 
       Toilet Paper, Kleenex, Paper Towels always needed           

                   

First Baptist Church believes it is 

important to keep the Radio Ministry 

funded, as this is a blessing to many 

in our community. 

Please designate contributions 

to: Radio Fund.  

TITHE ONLINE 
It’s simple!! 

Through First Baptist’s website 
(fbcottawa.org) you have the capability to 
make your contributions electronically using 
Tithe.ly. It can be a one-time gift or 
recurring. To make a contribution, go to the 

Give tab and click on Donate. Contributions will be 
tracked through our membership software & reflected on 
contribution statements. 
 
Men’s Bible Study will meet the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays of each month at 9am. Come join us 
for study and fellowship with one another. We will 
meet in the Homebuilder’s Room, the North 
Sanctuary door will be open. 
 
The office will be closed on Monday, May 25 in 
observance of Memorial Day. 
 

Sunday School Info 
There will be no Sunday School for all ages on 
Mother's Day (5/10) 

 
 

Church  Leadership 

 

        Fellowship Committee 
Meeting is May 11, 9:30am EH 
 

Outreach 
Meeting is May 13, 5:30pm 

 

           Church Council meeting is 
May 6 at 7:00pm 

Committee chairs, please have your 
previous meeting minutes emailed to the 
Church office. 

  
Help Support Our Church 

Price Chopper Gift Cards are available 
at the office for purchase. We get 5% for 

each sale and YOU get the FULL 
VALUE of each card you purchase.         

Thank you for supporting the mission and 
ministry of our church!  

 Price Chopper cards can only be purchased in        
$100 increments.                                   

 
VBS on May 26, 27, 28 from 6:00- 8:30 pm at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Ages:potty trained through completion of 5th grade 
Volunteers: 6th grade & Beyond! 
We are excited to partner with Ottawa First 
Methodist Church and Westminster Presbyterian 
Church to share the love of Jesus with our 
community. 
Here is the Sign-Up Genius for VBS  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4AA5A929
ABFBC16-63529259-pandamania  
 
We want to thank you for all donations given to 
purchase apples through the school year for the 
backsnack program. Apples are many times the 
first thing eaten from the food they are given each 
week. Those apples would not be available 
without generous donations from people like you. 
We will be purchasing apples again during the 
2026-27 school year as well. Please consider 
helping us again next year. You may make 
donations by cash or check. Checks should be 
written to Apples for Kids. Any donations you wish 
to make, call Russ Testorff (785-248-6534) or Beth 
Testorff (785-248-1676) and they will make 
arrangements to receive them from you. Thanks 
again for all your support. 
 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4AA5A929ABFBC16-63529259-pandamania
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4AA5A929ABFBC16-63529259-pandamania


 

 
ABWM will meet on May 20 at 9:30 in Elliott Hall. 
Vangie Webb will be the hostess. The program is 
to learn about online resources through the ABWM 
website. All women are invited.  
 
FBC Encourages you to choose one or more of 
the following ABCCR Camps/Conferences this 

summer! 
(Grades are based upon the grade you will 

ENTER in the Fall of 2026) 
Mountains & Prairies Youth Conference 

(9th-HS Grad)​
June 14-18; Granby, CO 

White Memorial High School Camp (9th-12th) 
July 13-17; Council Grove, KS 

White Memorial Middle School Camp (6th-8th) 
July 13-17; Council Grove, KS 

White Memorial Junior Camp (4th-6th)​
July 20-24; Council Grove, KS 

*FBC Ottawa will automatically pay 50% of ONE 
camp/conference for each child or youth per 

summer. If you need additional help, scholarships 
are available through our Haug Camping Fund 

and through ABCCR.*​
Mountains & Prairies Conference is $400 per 

youth. 
White Memorial Camps are all $425 per camper. 

**Registration Deadline is Friday, May 29, 
2026!** 

 
From Librarian, Carolyn Kimbrel 

Take time to enjoy the spring activities: planting 
gardens, mowing the grass, graduations, end of 
school events, weddings, walks in the sunshine, 
spring rains, listening to the birds, and if time read 
a book!  
 
We need 3 people from First Baptist Church to 
deliver boxes of Harvesters food to the 3 
elementary schools in Ottawa on Monday, May 
18th. We have extra boxes of food and we want to 
deliver them the last full day of school so they will 
have them to take home. You would need to come 
to the back door of the kitchen in the educational 
building (enter the alley from the north end) 
between 11 and 11:15 that morning. The total time 
it takes is between 15 and 30 minutes. If you are 
available to help, please call Russ Testorff at (785) 
248-6534.   
 

 
 
 

After a short break this month the ABWM June 
Book of the Month will be Mahum  

-Lilly Coultis 
 
 
We are so excited for Joy and Austin’s upcoming 
arrival of baby Palmer. Pulpit supply during Pastor 
Joy’s maternity leave will be covered by the 
following  
 
May 10 (if needed)              Gregg Hemmen 
May 17                                Morgan Aspinwall 
May 24                                Rev. Dr. Robin Stoops 
May 31                                Rev. James Calloway 
June 7                                 Morgan Aspinwall 
June 14                               John Williams 
June 21                               Rev. Dr. Pam Durso 
June 28                               Rev. Dr. Robin Stoops 
July 5                                  John Williams 
July 12                                Rev. Dr. Pam Durso 
July 19                                Morgan Aspinwall 
July 26 (if needed)              Rev. Dr. Robin Stoops 
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Dee Gislar 5-1 

Gabrielle Fast 5-4 
Diane Caryl 5-9 

Warren Smith 5-9 
Morgan Paddock 5-11 

Kathy Brooks 5-12 
Cynthia Pennington 5-15 

Sherri Mance 5-18 
Sandra Crawford 5-21 

David A. Lee 5-24 
Chelsey Dryden 5-25 
Melissa Ashwell 5-27 
Makayla Testorff 5-29 

Jeff Wilson 5-29 
Stacy Linck 5-30 

 


