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June 2026

"""For now, the winter is past, the rain is over and
2The flowers appear on the earth; the time of
singing has come.” — Song of Solomon 2:11-12
(NRSVUE)

As the season of spring unfolds around us, we are
reminded of God’s faithfulness in bestowing
renewal, hope, and new life. Just as the earth is
renewed, we are invited to reflect on the ways God
continues to renew our hearts, our communities,
and our shared ministry.

Renewal is not only seen in creation, but also in
the life we share together as a denomination.
Across regions, cultures, and communities,
American Baptists remain united in a common
purpose. Through worship, service, and witness,
we continue to grow together, rooted in faith and
strengthened through collaboration.

In this season of new beginnings, we give thanks
for the ways God’s love is made known through
your faithfulness and your gifts. Your donations
help to sustain and strengthen the mission we
share as American Baptists—extending Christ’s
love across all communities, nurturing
congregations, equipping leaders, and creating
new programming that shares the Gospel.

As we embrace this season, we also remember
those still in need of hope and restoration—those
facing hardship, loss, or uncertainty. May we
continue to walk alongside one another with
compassion and grace, bearing witness to God'’s
love and the joy of Spring.

We invite you to remain connected with us
throughout the year in prayer, fellowship, service,
participation, and support. We encourage you to
visit the ABCUSA website to explore opportunities
to engage both online and in person with our
ministries in 2026: www.abc-usa.org/events

With deep gratitude and prayer,
Gina

Rev. Dr. Gina C. Jacobs-Strain
General Secretary

American Baptist Churches USA

Every gift makes a difference.
Thank you for your support of ABCUSA Ministries

JOIN US
SUNDAY MORNINGS

WORSHIP BEGINS AT 9:30
785-242-2713
OttawaFBC@gmail.com
fbcottawa.org
410 Hickory Street
Ottawa, KS 66067
Follow us on Facebook:
@firstbaptistchurchottawa

Live Stream of worship each week!
You are invited and welcome.

. First Baptist Church of Ottawa is part of the American Baptist
2 Churches of the Central Region (ABC/CR and American Baptist
Churches, USA (ABC/USA).

First Baptist Church Ottawa is a Welcoming and Affirming Congregation
The radically inclusive love of Jesus inspires us to be a fully welcoming
and affirming congregation. All are loved here. All are safe here. All are
invited to full participation in our life together.

Based upon calling, gifting, talent, experience and maturity, we celebrate
baptism, communion, marriage, leadership, teaching and ordination with
any gender, race,nationality, sexual orientation or identity.

Sunday School following worship
for all ages!
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SUNDAY schHool

Communion June 7
Celebrating the Lord’s supper.
Those of you worshiping with us at
home, please have your elements ready
so that you are able to take communion
along with us.
Continuing this Sunday, whenever we celebrate
communion, we will encourage giving to the
deacon’s fund for benevolence

The deadline for the July newsletter is June 22, please
have any information emailed to the office by this date
for inclusion in the newsletter. Information received
after the deadline will be published in the next month’s
newsletter.

Thankful Thursday will be June 25, 5-6:30pm.
Please sign up to bring a dessert or help serve or
simply come eat. You are encouraged to sit with
someone new to you, share a story and get to
know our neighbors.


http://www.abc-usa.org/events
https://sdfzcrdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ht3Q9hBAOnNIk6_HF4g9RSHUCQLlc_FxxB-ZWfrQkO394XZ71R-Sy5kkhjMhcdQiC2KTn6y-q0dElkeNdMQS3yAbN40tB3lEAwhxfJLD0xue0xwq97J0-OWEV_lFS-x7o0L5C1kIXrlxXieEuZUN9d8oqGgH6uja0ujftW3QcbFUdhUD7meRMsGaqI6B7vsIgadrXiox9lAKI5dwGuxUbU3XIMOalSHZ&c=muoSJgRusEQu9gHhiTeYCoG_3BqIY-cPUh1MthWg-z5v8v5okDZaqg==&ch=DK90ZzuIDTeqWFezF7rKqmGW2OfFBTmZAmHQT9a9sy6CnLhhT8W9hA==

. PRAYER TIME: Wednesdays at
12:30 EH. If you have a prayer
request for Wednesday, call or email
the church office.

PRAYING FOR ONE ANOTHER

Norma Coble (Dana Coble’s mother); Nathan Ball;
Shelly Frank; Tom Lantis (Kelli Ball's father); Janet
Wolken; Bill Kern; Jenna Johnson; Angela Audiss;
Warren Smith

Shut-Ins: Dana Coble; Sylvia Starky; Golden
Peterson; Carol Allen; Marsha Hermreck; Gene
Bromert; Jeannie Randel; Bob & Judi Becker; Lex &
Dee Gislar; Ron & Linda Walker; Bob & Marilyn Lovett
Military Service People: PFC Aaron Bigge-Fort
Meade, Maryland (Sandy Holbert's grandson); Lt. Matt
Ashwill, Germany (Melissa Ashwill’s son)

We make every effort to keep this list updated.
Please inform us when there are changes.

We will be collecting for Hope House the
first Sunday of each month.
Syrup, Pancake Mix, Egg Noodles,
Canned Chicken, Taco Seasoning, Beef

Ramen Noodles
Toilet Paper, Kleenex, Paper Towels always needed

First Baptist Church believes it is
important to keep the Radio Ministry
funded, as this is a blessing to many
in our community.

Please designate contributions

ONAR E

to: Radio Fund.

TITHE ONLINE
It’s simple!!
* Through First Baptist’s website
(fbcottawa.org) you have the capability to
make your contributions electronically using
‘.Givinge Tithe.ly. It can be a one-time gift or

recurring. To make a contribution, go to the
Give tab and click on Donate. Contributions will be
tracked through our membership software & reflected on
contribution statements.

Men’s Bible Study will meet the 2nd and 4th
Saturdays of each month at 9am. Come join us
for study and fellowship with one another. We will
meet in the Homebuilder’s Room, the North
Sanctuary door will be open.

Out of the office
Christy will be on vacation June 1-9, returning
June 10.
The office will be closed on Friday, June 19 in
observance of Juneteenth.

Church Leadership

Fellowship Committee
Meeting is June 8, 9:30am EH
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Outreach
Meeting is June 10, 5:30pm

Church Council meeting is
June 3 at 7:00pm
Committee chairs, please have your
previous meeting minutes emailed to the

COUNCIL MEETING
Church office.
) Help Support Our Church
Gosendinos  Price Chopper Gift Cards are available

W’ at the office for purchase. We get 5% for
PrED each sale and YOU get the FULL

VALUE of each card you purchase.

Thank you for supporting the mission and
ministry of our church!
Price Chopper cards can only be purchased in
$100 increments.

We want to thank you for all donations given to
purchase apples through the school year for the
backsnack program. Apples are many times the
first thing eaten from the food they are given each
week. Those apples would not be available
without generous donations from people like you.
We will be purchasing apples again during the
2026-27 school year as well. Please consider
helping us again next year. You may make
donations by cash or check. Checks should be
written to Apples for Kids. Any donations you wish
to make, call Russ Testorff (785-248-6534) or Beth
Testorff (785-248-1676) and they will make
arrangements to receive them from you. Thanks
again for all your support.

ABWM will continue meetings in September.

Pulpit supply during Pastor Joy’s maternity leave
will be covered by the following

May 31 Rev. James Callaway
June 7 Morgan Aspinwall
June 14 John Williams

June 21 Rev. Dr. Pam Durso
June 28 Rev. Dr. Robin Stoops

July 5 John Williams
July 12 Rev. Dr. Pam Durso



OGHS
The American Baptist One Great Hour of
Sharing (OGHS) is an annual special offering
focused on global disaster relief, refugee
assistance, and development projects. We will
be collecting during the month of June.

ABWM Book of the Month NAHUM
“Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian empire, is the
subject of Nahum’s prophecy. The news of its
coming destruction was a relief for Judah, who
was subject to Assyrian domination. No longer
would Judah be forced to pay tribute as insurance
against invasions. Judah was comforted to know
that God was still in control, Nineveh is an
example to all rulers and nations of the world
today. God is sovereign over even those who are
seemingly invincible. We can be confident that
God’s power and justice will one day conquer all
evil.” This book was written by Nahum some time
during his prophetic ministry (probably between
663 and 612 B.C.) This particular prophecy took
place after the fall of Thebes in 663B.C. (3:8-10).
KEY VERSES: “The LORD is good, a refuge in
times of trouble. He cares for those who trust him,
but with an overwhelming flood he will make an
end of Nineveh; he will pursue his foes into
darkness. Whatever they plot against the LORD
he will bring to an end; trouble will not come a
second time” (1:7-9) God Judges God would
judge the city of Nineveh for its idolatry, arrogance
and oppression. Although Assyria was the leading
military power of the world, God would completely
destroy this “invincible” nation. God allows no
person or power to usurp or scoff at his authority.
Anyone who remains arrogant and resists God’s
authority will face his anger. No ruler or nation will
get away with rejecting him. No individual will be
able to hide from his judgment. Yet those who
keep trust in God will be kept safe forever. God
Rules: God rules over all the earth, even over
those who don’t acknowledge him. God is all
powerful, and no one can thwart his plans. God
will overcome any who attempt to defy him.
Human power is futile against God. If you are
impressed by or afraid of any weapons, armies, or
powerful people. Remember that God alone can
truly rescue you from fear or oppression. We must
place our confidence in God because he alone
rules all of history, all the earth and our lives.” *
Lilly Coultis ABWM

*INIV International version: Life Application Bible
copyright1988,1989,1990, 1991, by Tyndale Publishing]
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Host Needed
Friends, we need your help. We are saying
goodbye to our 2025-26 exchange students but
have many students wanting this experience for
the 2026-27 year. They need host families! Here
are two of these amazing young people. Odd,
17, Sweden, loves all things science: volunteers
with a youth astronomy and space organization,
writes for a STEM newspaper, co-founder of his
school's Young Scientists and Astronomical
Youth clubs, volunteers for Swedish National
Organization for Chemistry, works part-time for
UNICEF. He also enjoys tennis, track and field,
marathon running, plays piano and synth,
cooking and is an avid reader. He is a real
Renaissance man and | just love his name.
Paula, 16, Germany, loves tennis, pilates,
cooking, outdoor activities and music (plays
piano and violin). She loves board games and
movie nights. Music is a huge part of her life.
She attends a music school and is in a youth
orchestra. Please feel free to share my contact
information with potential host families. If you
are nervous to commit to a full year we can
accept temporary Welcome Families (4-8
weeks) to get the students here and started.
Welcome Families are not obligated to host the
entire year but generally fall in love with the
students and want to keep them! Contact Janice
Rake, janicerake@gmail.com. | have been
hosting and placing kids since 2013 and monitor
and support you throughout the student's stay.
This year | placed Maya from Germany in
Ottawa. Take a leap of faith and say YES to
hosting.
Janice Rake, Exchange Coordinator
AYA Student Exchange
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Erin Smith 6-1
Carol Allen 6-2
Shirley Star 6-4
Miriam Lemp 6-6
Janet Paddock 6-7
Bud Gollier 6-12
Sarah Kane 6-12
Evan Kane 6-12
Kelly Kemp 6-13
Tara Huggard 6-14
Harve Newlin 6-15
Beth Lewis 6-21
Josh Robinson 6-21
Rebekah McCurdy 6-24
Judi Becker 6-24
Jennifer Kane 6-27
Ava Rowald 6-28
Christian Fast 6-30



